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HIRAGI KASHIMA 


( BASS & VOCALS ) 
Childhood friend of Mafuyu and 


Yuki’s. Ritsuka’s natural enemy. 


HARUKI NAKAYAMA 


( BASSIST ) 
Graduate student at the same 


university as Akihiko. The leader 
of the band, as well as its manager 


and peacemaker. After a lot of 


drama, he and Akihiko are 
now finally together. 


MAFUYU SATO 
( GUITAR & VOCALS ) 

High school classmate of 
Uenoyama’s. Has an impressive 
singing voice. Attached to 
Uenoyama ever since he fixed 
Mafuyu’s guitar, a keepsake 
from Mafuyu’s former 


boyfriend, who passed away. 


SHIZUSUMI YAGI 
( DRUMMER ) 
Childhood friend of Hiragi, 
Mafuyu, and Yuki’s. Protects and 


harbors feelings for Hiragi. 


AKIHIKO KAJI 
( DRUMMER ) 
University student. His focus 


as a music major is the violin, 
but he’s also good at playing 
guitar and bass. Ritsuka’s 
aspirational model for getting 


ripped through manual labor. 


RITSUKA UENOYAMA 
( LEAD GUITAR ) 
Guitarist with skills far 
beyond those of the average 
high school student. Caring 
and compassionate. In a new 
relationship with Mafuyu. 
The consummate little brother 
to his big sister, Yayoi, who 
totally has him trained. 


When Ritsuka Uenoyama hears Mafuyu Sato sing for the first time, he’s blown away by the other boy’s raw 
talent and immediately asks Mafuyu to join his band. Uenoyama’s bandmates Akihiko Kaji and Haruki 
Nakayama agree, and the three of them set a goal of coming up with a new song to perform at an upcoming 
concert. It falls to Mafuyu to write the lyrics, a task the quiet student finds impossible. Mafuyu lost his first 
love to suicide, a tragedy for which he blames himself, at least in part, and the trauma has left him reluctant to 


put his feelings into words. 


However, during the concert, Mafuyu’s pent-up emotions burst out of him and pour into the song. His 
spontaneous, powerful performance turns the show into an overwhelming success. Shocked into awareness, 
Uenoyama realizes he has feelings for Mafuyu and kisses him backstage. Before long, the two of them become 


a couple. 


The band, now going by the name Given, enters a competition to take part in an upcoming music festival. 
Meanwhile, Haruki continues to nurse his secret crush on Akihiko, who’s still entangled with his roommate 
and ex-boyfriend, professional violinist Ugetsu Murata. Driven into a corner by that dead-end relationship, 
Akihiko shows up at Haruki’s place out of desperation. Haruki can’t just stand by while Akihiro is suffering, 


but his heart breaks when even his offer to help is rejected. 


Akihiko slowly regains his passion for music—and for life—through playing with Given. When Ugetsu comes 
to see the band’s live performance in the music-festival competition, Akihiko finally ends things between 
them for good. He devotes himself to the violin again, which he had been neglecting for a long time, and 
commits to making Given a success. As winter passes and spring comes around, Akihiko participates in a 


violin competition and finally confesses his true feelings to Haruki. The two become boyfriends. 
In the festival competition, Given loses to the band fronted by Hiragi Kashima, Mafuyu’s childhood friend. 
Hiragi convinces Uenoyama to perform backup with his band, and then asks him to complete a song that 


Mafuyu’s ex had been working on. Despite some misgivings, Uenoyama takes on the task. 


Meanwhile, Mafuyu still hasn’t given Uenoyama an answer about going pro with Given... 
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PRACTICING 
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COULD 
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AGAIN. 


---THAT'S 
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WATCHING 
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FOR 
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I WAS SO 
SURE THAT 
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WOULD 
UNDERSTAND 
AFTER HE 
CAME TO 
THE SHOW... 


YOU'RE 
BOTH... 


---IDIOTS. 


Lately, 
Гув been 
so focused 
on that 


I think 
I messed 


NOODLE 
REFILL, 
PLEASE. 
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I wanted to 
keep it a secret 
from Mafugu 
ог anything! 


. AND 
NOW HE'S 
با ای‎ 


I'M THE 
WORST! 


YES, IT ET 


те 

1 STARTED 1880, || | rar РО 

THIS SONG DAMMIT! | | so? ANY- 
THING | THING 


FOR 
AAAFUYU 6 
SAKE... 


3 
9 


= 
š 2! 
zi 
4910 
> = 


A 3 
© чи? 
<Su 305 
WOON OE 
5215452 
২2776 
нш» 3 
ШШ نے‎ 
Е Qillu < 


SIDE THIS 
WHOLE 


--- YOU 
WERE 
IN LOVE 
WITH YUKI 
TOO, 
WEREN'T 
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--- YOU 
WERE IN 


LOVE WITH 
YUKI ТОО, 


АРТЕК 
YUKI 
INVITED 
you TO 

JOIN THE 

BAND... 


LIKE you 
WERE 
HAVING A 
BLAST. 


WHAT'S 
GOING 
ON? 


BELIEVE 


YOUVE 
GOT THE 
WRONG 
IDEA, 
DUMMY! 
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STUPID! | 
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LOVE WITH / 
you! 


WAIT. 
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SAYING? 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
CONCRETE 
IDEAS 
ABOUT WHAT 
YOU WANT 
TO HAPPEN 
BETWEEN US, 
DO YOU? 
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MAINTAIN 
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WE'VE 
ALWAYS 
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ADMIRED 
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Listen 
to this 
reworked 
version. 
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wanted 
to make 

some 
changes 


hearing 
you guys 
play at 
the studio 
the other 
day... 


THIS IS 
TERRIFYING! 
GET UP 
HERE, 


WHEN 
WE WERE 
KIDS, 
SHEESH, SHIZU AND 
ANOTHER I вот IN 
DREAM TROUBLE 
ABOUT i FOR 
WALKING 
ON IT. 


ТО WALK: 
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LENGTH 
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I COULDN'T 
STOP 
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REST 
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SONG 
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TO 
WRITE... 
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IS THAT 
MAFUYU 
AGAIN?! 


PRETEND 
NOT 


LIGHTS ON, 
$0 THEY 
KNOW 
SOMEONE'S 
HOME! 
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GIVE UP 
EVEN- 
TUALLY. 
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KNOCK IT 
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Got dressed 


SORRY 
ABOUT 
THE BAD 
TIMING. 


SO, FEELS 
LIKE тъ 
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WHILE 
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ALL THREE 
OF US WERE 
TOGETHER. 
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Argh 


NO РАК 
THAT YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
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GETS TO 
HAVE ALL 
THE FUN. 


you 
TOO, 
RIGHT? 


YOU'VE 
GOTTA GET 
HIM IN 
THE MOOD 
ТО ВЕ OUR 
| SINGER. 


RIGHT NOW, 


те LIKE 
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TREATING 
MAFUYU 
WITH KID 
GLOVES. 


RIGHT, 
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AROUND 
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BOARD. 
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DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


YOU GUYS 
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WHETHER 
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...EVERY- 
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ABOUT TO 
CHANGE 
FOR це. 


ON THE 
SUBIECT 
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GOING 
PRO... 


- THERE'S 
АСТЦАЦУ 
ALOT TO 
CONSIDER, 
NOW THAT 
IT'S A REAL 
POSSIBILITY. 


YOU'RE 
CLOSER 
TO THE BIG 
TIME THAN 
THE REST 


SINCE YOU'RE 
GONNA BE 
UP ON STAGE, 
HOW ABOUT 
PULLING МАЕЦУЦ 
uP THERE 
WITH YOU? 
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HESITATION. 


WHERE'S 
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COMING 
FROM? 


BOTH 
THE ВАМР 
AND THEIR 
ROMANCE 
HAVE 
HITACKED 
THEIR 
LIVES. 


BREAKUP TALK 
IS LIKE A 
BOOMERANG, 
YOU KNOW? 


BUT YEAH, 


WE'RE 
ALL IN 
THIS 
TOGETHER. 


IF THE 
BAND 
SINKS, 
WE ALL 
GO DOWN 
WITH IT. 
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CONVENIENCE | 


STORE 
MEALS?! 
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afflicted 


YEAH, BUT 
IF YOU USE 
FROZEN 
RICE TO 
MAKE 
CHAZUKE... 
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JUST 
WHAT THE 
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= ACTUALLY, 
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THIS 
APART- 
MENT'S 

HAUNTED BY 
THE GHOST 
OF AN 

OLD MAN. 


That’s 
so creepy. 
Does 
that mean 
you've seen 


You had 
me worried 
for a second! 
J thought 
you'd seen 
something! 
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CAN GRAB 
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QUICKEST. 


WITH EACH 
OTHER. 


EVERYONE, 
TAKE A 
SHEET OF 
ORIGAMI 
PAPER. 
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OF GOLD 
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TIME Г 
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SMILE. 
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A GOD 
WITH TUST 


ONE 
SHEET 
OF GOLD 


ORIGAMI 
PAPER. 


AND I'LL 
GIVE IT 
TO YOU. 
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WATER... 
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STOP! 
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WHY 
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SMILING? 
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CAN SEE HIS 
TEETH- 


THE LAST 
TIME І 
REMEMBER 
WAS THAT 

DAY IN 
KINDER- 
GARTEN. 


І THINK 
1 COULD 
SEE HIS 

TEETH 

THEN, TOO- 
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NIGHT... 
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WAS THAT 
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WAY OF 
EXPRESSING 
YOUR 
FEELINGS 
FOR ME? 
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You DON'T 
HAVE TO 
BE SO 
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ABOUT IT, 
58121! 


Hiragi Mix 12 


given 


I WAS 
ALREADY 
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ВАМР ТНАМ, 
ШКЕ, МУ 
BAND? 


---CAN'T 
STUFF 
LIKE THAT 
THROW 
OFF THE 
MUSIC? 


Т ТАКЕ IT 
SERIOUSLY. 


SERIOUSLY 
THAN 
you. 
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CONFIDENT 
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NEGATIVE 


MUSIC. 
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TO 
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ROLE- 
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OPPOSITE! 


Scary! 


HE 
TAKES IT 
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EXTREME... 
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UNWAVERING 
ASSUREDNESS. 
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MAKES 
МЕ А 
LITTLE 
JEALOUS. 


MAFUYU... 


HEY, 
MAFUYU... 


ARE YOU 
GOING 
SOMEWHERE 
AGAIN? 
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Im 
LONELY 
DON'T 
LEAVE ME 
BEHIND... 


DUE 
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MY 
VOICE. 
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COOL 
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FRIEND... 
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Misinterpretation 


After the 
Given Movie 3 
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THEN, 
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WHATEVER 


SET me OFF ||| 


BEFORE. 


BUT THEN, 
WHEN 1 HEAR 
В HIM SINGING 
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STILL 
BRAGGING 
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After the 
Given Movie 4 


Mafuyu Rant, 
Continued 


After the 
Given Movie 5 


Trigger 


ЖЕТ HOW COULD 
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| PUT YOU [А 6 АЮМКО 

ও THROUGH < KAJI WE'RE 

оомтоо MELLE (LS TALKING 
IT! SLAP HIM ( 


НОТ РОТАТО! 


B-BUT HE'S 
ВЕЕМ А 
DEVOTED 
BOYFRIEND 
SINCE WE 
STARTED 
GOING 
OUT... 


KEEPER. 
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They Didn’t Get 


Much Screen Time 
in the Movie, But... 


After the = — 
Given Movie 7 } он, coop 
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COMPETITION 
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WON FIRST 
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уто MN HONOR 


141 


ом GRATU- 
LATIONS 


৬৩০০৬? 
) He never 
checks NS 


142 


After the 
Given Movie 8 


Not What Га Heard 


The Awakened: 
Akihiko Kaji 


And 
nota 
‚ drop of 
05551 
2» tO Be 
+ Pound. 


Haruki 
bought him 
a bottle 
of salad 
dressing 
after that. 


THIS TIME 
т FOUND 
A MOUNTAIN 
OF SALAD 
IN THE 
FRIDGE... 


POPOV 
TAUGHT ME 
THE SECRET 
OF A SALAD 
WITHOUT 
DRESSING. 
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ТОШ то SCROLL 
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2s HIRAGIS 
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THERE'S THIS 
BOY WHO'S 
BEEN SHOWING 
: UP IN HIS 
! / PHOTOS EVERY 
AE SO OFTEN OVER 
en THE PAST SIX 
PEEN à — MONTHS. 
CURIOUS ? S £ WONDER 
ABOUT WHO IT 16. 
THAT 


MYSELF. 


AND IT 


THEY'VE KNOWN 
EACH OTHER 
SINCE CHILD- 


HE'S LIKE 
HIRAGIS 
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Social Media 
Circumstances 


THIS HAS 
BEEN 
BUGGIN' 


INSTAGRAM 


аша 77 


YOU USE 
INSTAGRAM?! 


HIRAGI TOLD 

TELL YOU 
WHAT МУ 

ACCOUNT 


BECAUSE 
YOU COULD 
EASILY GET 
FROM MY 
INSTAGRAM 
ACCOUNT 
TO HIRAGI'S 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL. 


_] YouTuber 
| Hiragi 


\ DAMNED. 
à nce Rag 
тий fews +1 week 


| Horror game || 
livestream | 
| 

ГА 


ah 


He doesn’t 
talk about 
music at all. 


А YouTuber 
Who Сап Sing 


I THINK 
I SAW 
HIM WRITE 
ABOUT 
HIS BAND 
SOME- 
WHERE, 
BUT... 


VIEWERS \ 


WERE 
REALLY 
CON- 
FUSED 
ABOUT 
HOW HE 
COULD 
SINS SO 
WELL. 


HE 
SAYS 
те HIS 
HOBBY 


YEAH. ALOT 
OF VIEWERS 
PROBABLY 
ONLY KNOW 
HIRAGI FROM 
HIS REACTION 
VIDEOS. 
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code.EX 2 | given 
и = =“ 


STILL ТОО 


EXPENSIVE. 


Y 
x< 
= 


PERHAPS 
THIS ONE, 


THE 
BATHROOM 
б 


A COMMUNAL, 
А вит 


you 
MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED 
IN THIS 
APARTMENT. 
ІТФА 


ONE-BEDROOM, 
COMPLETELY 
SOUND- 
PROOFED. 


е 


100 
EXPENSIVE. 


A CRIME OR 

DEATH HAS 

OCCURRED 
THERE? 


ME- 


THEN 
FOLLOW 


IT WAS 
CONVE- 
NIENT 
ENOUGH. 


ACTUALLY, 
I'VE GOT A 
COMPETITION 
COMING UP 
IN THE 
SPRING. 


ha 


hal i 


THERE'S 
A 


PRINTING 
PRESS 
NEXT DOOR, 
A HIGHWAY 


---AND IT'S 
SITUATED 
RIGHT IN 

THE MIDDLE 

OF A WIND 

TUNNEL! 


W 
H 
لا‎ 
2 


GREAT! 


IT'S HAUNTED 
BY THE 
GHOST OF 
А MIDDLE- 
AGED 
MAN- 


STILL, 
те GOT 
A NORMAL 
LAYOUT... 


THE ONLY NŠ 
OTHER THING, 


BUT OTHER 
THAN THAT, 
PRETTY 
HELLISH, 
RIGHT? 


YOU'D GET NO 
COMPLAINTS 
PRACTICING 
HERE, EVEN 
AT NIGHT. 


AWESOME. 


IT'S AFAR 
CRY FROM THAT 
BASEMENT YOU'VE 
BEEN LIVING IN. 
YOU'D NEVER 
LOOK BACK. 


АМР 
WITH THE 
САСОРНОМУ 
OUTSIDE, 
YOU SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
PLAY YOUR 
HEART OUT 


I DON'T 
REALLY 
KNOW HOW 
LOUD А 
VIOLIN GETS 
THOUGH... 


I'M 
CLUELESS 
ABOUT INCRED- 


MUSIC... IBLE. 
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BUT BOY 
YOU HAD 

МУ HEART 
RACING. 


BRAVO! 


I THINK 

YOU'RE 

FINE IN 

DID you | Е 
pip Ob OF THE 
| VOLUME. 


-- THEY DO 
FIREWORKS 


GIVEN THE AROUND 
J DIRECTION HERE 
e your IN THE 
Ы WINDOW SUMMER? 
FACES AND 
HOW HIGH THERE'S 
Lie sou A RIVER 
ARE... ON THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF THE 


STATION. 


ALL THINSS 
CONSIDERED, 
TS А 
PRETTY 
DECENT 
APARTMENT, 
HUH? 


To Be Continued... 


The Usval г) 
| Сопсер 
us: 
I юэ and Sketches 


р Rooftop Penthouse 


When I did an online search for 
penthouse apartments, most of the 


results were for fancy, high-end places, E 


but unusually enough, there were 
also quite a few that looked more 
like storage units than apartments. 
І gave Akihiko a questionable 
apartment that's seen better days. 


There are more of these types of 
buildings around than youd think. 
It's fun searching for them in the city. 


Middle-Aged Man > 


The ghost of a middle-aged man 
(per the Realtor) will sound familiar 
to supernatural aficionados. No 
telling whether this urban legend is 
true, but the ghost supposedly also 
used to appear in the apartment of 
a friend of Kizu’s. 


4 Layout 


Akihiko's one-bedroom 
apartment, which is sketchy 
in some respects. 


The rent is apparently half the 
market price, and it seems 
the company that owns the 
downstairs apartment might 
be a front for something. 


Ен Hayashi, Ayaka, Matsushita, Matsumura, Atsushi, 
everyone Who helped with research, and everyone involved with this work. 
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Natsuki Kizu made her professional debut 
in 2013 with Yukimura Sensei and Kei-kun, 
followed by the short story collection Links and 
her breakout series, Given, which has been 
adapted into drama CDs and an animated 
TV series. To find out more about her works, 
you can follow her on Twitter at @kizu_ntk. 
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